
Sponsored in part by 

The Nutcracker 

December 8, 2023  7pm   Holiday Cheer 
December 9, 2023  2pm & 7pm 
December 10, 2023 2pm 
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The Antelope Valley Ballet 

Kathleen Burnett, Founding Artistic Director 
Tracie Phillips, Ballet Mistress 

KD Reilly-Lewis, Ballet Mistress 
  

Website ~ antelopevalleyballet.org 
Email ~ antelopevalleyballet@gmail.com 

Circle Email ~ avbcircle@gmail.com 
Phone ~ (661) 579–4842 

  
Administrative Staff 

Circle Membership Coordinator ~Tania Patten 
Special Events Coordinator ~ Michele Hunt 

The Nutcracker Production Staff 

Choreography                      Kathleen Burnett after Marius Petipa and Lev Ivanov 

Staged by  Kathleen Burnett, Tracie Phillips, KD Reilly-Lewis 

Music                                      Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky 

Scenic Designer                    Antoinette De Paiva 

Lighting Designer           Becky Brakefield 

Technical Director              Seth Gue 

Ballet Mistresses                     Tracie Phillips, KD Reilly-Lewis 

Wardrobe Mistress         Danika Hertz 

Property Mistress               Tania Patten 

Costume Design                      Danika Hertz, Denise Horney, Roseanna Elliot, Elana Essers,  

   Patricia Mason 

Rehearsal Assistants          Gabrielle Hooper, Rebekah Manley 

Stage Manager                     Kathleen Warr 

Assistant Stage Manager   Tracie Phillips 

Photography                        Kathleen Burnett, Henry DeWitt Photography, Tracie Phillips 

Boutique  Coordinators       Cathy Boyd, Kristina Bruce 

Backstage Coordinators Lindsay Gocke, Jacqueline Thorne 

Backstage Assistance Cristina Acevedo, Brienne Alexander, Amanda Alvine,  

  Jennae Appleton, Alondra Banda, Jessica Bower,  

  Adriana Cardenas, Kay Castro, Violeta Cordova,  

 Amanda Demedio, Kimberly Di Domizio, Raynika Farmer,  

 Christy Garrick, Ben Gocke, Stephanie Graham, Seth Gue,  

 Teagan Gue, Carina Hernandez, Tess Holliday, Annie Jackson, 

Marisol Jimenez, Sarah Johnson, Marsha Jones, Ollvy Kaufmann, 

Stephanie Mason, Shawna McGaughey, Summer McGee,  

 Angelique Miller, Cheyenne O’Dell, Leilani Pasillas,  

 Aimee Patnode, Lynne Price-Compito, Jennifer Prottung, Janet 

Renteria, Monica Salazar, Alejandra Viera 

Special Thanks To 
Dance Magic, JNY Silkscreen, Inc., Marriott Hotels,  

Kristina Bruce, Ben and Lindsay Gocke,  

Seth and Brooke Gue, Teagan Gue, Danika Hertz,  

Teri Lampling, Leilani Pasillas, Tania Patten, Tracie Phillips, KD Reilly-Lewis,  

Matthew and Lorraine Richards, Jacqueline Thorne, Vicki Zarley and  

The Lancaster Performing Arts Center Staff and Foundation 



THE STORY OF THE NUTCRACKER 
 

Act One 
 

Scene 1    The story unfolds with a Christmas party at the 

Stahlbaum’s home. The guests arrive, they dance, play, and open 

gifts. The excitement begins with the arrival of Drosselmeyer, the 

godfather of Clara, who presents toys and mechanical dolls. He gives 

Clara a Nutcracker. Her spiteful brother Fritz breaks it, but 

Drosselmeyer mends it at once. The party ends and Clara falls asleep 

with her toy Nutcracker. 

 

Scene 2    As the clock strikes midnight, the Christmas tree grows 

larger along with the Nutcracker, toy soldiers and an army of mice. 

The Nutcracker and his soldiers battle to rescue the Snow King and 

Queen and defend Clara against the mice and their Mouse King. 

Grateful for the rescue, the Snow King and Queen turn the Nutcracker 

into a handsome prince who takes Clara on a magical journey. 

 

Scene 3     Clara and her Nutcracker Prince travel through the Land of 

Snow where they dance among the snowflakes. The Snow King and 

Queen guide them to the Land of Sweets. 
 

20 Minute Intermission   
 

Act Two 
 

The Sugar Plum Fairy welcomes Clara and the Nutcracker Prince and 

dances are performed in their honor. For the grand finale, the Sugar 

Plum Fairy and her Cavalier dance a pas de deux. As their dance  

concludes, so does Clara’s adventure and she awakens. 

AV Ballet Board of Directors 
Greg Leighton, President 

Linda Schasch, Secretary 

Tania Patten, Treasurer 

Kathleen Burnett 

Ben Gocke 

Michele Hunt 

David Mosher 

Seema Dhillon, at large 
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The Cast of The Nutcracker  
~ Act One ~ 

 

Clara                   Alexis McGaughey   
 

Fritz    Nigel Bruce 
 

Mr. Stahlbaum     Marq Pendley 
 

Mrs. Stahlbaum   Amy Manley  
 

Auntie   Andi O’Connor 
   

Drosselmeyer    John Brian Gaylord 
 

Party Guests    Emanuel Compito, Isabella Compito, Antoinette De Paiva,  

   Kimberly Di Domizio, Jerry Figueroa, Myla Fisher, Ahjai Foster,  

   Logan Gocke, Savannah Gocke, Myca Hertz, Dylan Jones,  

   Scarlett Lewis, Ray Pica, Aidan Rucker, Kayla Sweany,  

   LaDonna Wille 
 

Governess    Veronica Alvine 
 

Maids    Nyomi Bower, Elizabeth Clark 
 

Ballerina Doll    KD Reilly-Lewis  
  

Soldier Doll    Andrew Hunt 
 

Owls               Fri 7pm, Sat 7pm ~ Calissa Casuncad, Eowyn Gue, Emma Guzman 

Sat 2pm, Sun 2pm ~ Emma Guzman, Savannah Hinckley,  

 Annabelle Miller 
 

Nutcracker   Elijah Coomes 
 

Lt. Soldier  Norah Garrick 
  

Soldiers    Rebecca Acevedo, Brielle Alexander, Finley Andersen,  

   Imogen Gue, Victoria Navarro, Violet Quintanilla,  

   Eleanore Rasmussen, Ariana Viera 
 

Mouse King   MaKenna Hertz 
 

Lt. Mouse  Avery Santiago 
 

Mice   Maylea Bruce, Madelyn Demedio, Kinsleigh Harper,  

   Kristen Jones, Ellie Martin, Clara Panossian, Kylee Weil 

  Fri 7pm, Sat 7pm ~ Griffin Gue 

Sat 2pm, Sun 2pm ~ Josselyn Prottung 
 

Snow Queen  Hayley Bieganski 

Snow King  Myca Hertz 

Snow Demi Soloists Violet Pinedo, KD Reilly-Lewis 

Snowflakes  Makenna Betzer, Abigail Boudreau, Nyomi Bower,  

   Elizabeth Clark, Annalise Essers, Alyssa Gridler,  

   Gabrielle Hooper, Riley Jones, Payton Kimmel,  

   Emmalina Jackson, Alexandra Lopez-Salazar,  

Rebekah Manley, Mataina Punefu, Amara Rhone,  

Amber Stewart, Judith Thorne 
 

Horses    Abigail Alvine, Zennia Anguiano, Ava Banuelos, Lilly Galvan,  

Sofia Gomez-Herrerra, Raileigh Kirk 

   



The Cast of The Nutcracker 
~ Act Two ~ 

 

 

Dew Drop Fairy  Nyomi Bower 

Dew Drop Cavalier Myca Hertz 

Flowers   Makenna Betzer, Hayley Bieganski, Annalise Essers,  

   Alyssa Gridler, Gabrielle Hooper, Emmalina Jackson,  

   Payton Kimmel, Elizabeth Manley, Ellie Martin,  

   Mataina Punefu, Amara Rhone, Kylee Weil 
 

Toffee   Xymena Acevedo, Neveah Banuelos, Olivia Daugherty,  

Hailey Franquez, Bridget Lundquist, Sophia Murrieta,  

Heidi Viera, Savannah White 

  

Spanish Chocolate Alexandra Lopez-Salazar, Violet Pinedo, KD Reilly-Lewis 

Arabian Coffee Couple  Ray Pica, Clover Stepro 

 

Coffee Beans Fri 7pm, Sat 7pm ~ Athena Banda, Cadence Johnson, Emmalyn Mason,  

Savannah Salazar, Calley Ann Valenzuela 

 Sat 2pm, Sun 2 pm ~ Everly Acevedo, Juliette Appleton,  

 Dahlia Banuelos, Charlotte Bouterbaugh 
 

Tea   MaKenna Hertz 
 

Dragon    Maylea Bruce, Isabelle Castro, Madelyn Demedio,  

   Clara Panossian, Samantha Partida, Aurora Raffeo,  

   Savannah Sherman 
 

Russian Licorice   Griffin Gue, Judith Thorne, Riley Jones, Abigail Boudreau 
  

Ribbon Candy Leads Rebekah Manley, Amber Stewart    

Ribbon Candy  Kylee Appleton, Sofie Capko, Rylee Guevara, Jodi Elefano,  

Morgan Di Domizio, Mackenzie Hernandez, Dior Patterson,  

Daylyn Ortiz-Hill, Marlaya Fisher, Riane Wille 

 

Mother Ginger  Marq Pendley 
 

Cookies  Fri 7pm, Sat 7pm ~ Robin Negrete Carranza, Abigail Cristerna,  

Charlie Farmer, Kaila Holliday, Keira Kaufmann,  

Madelyn McGee, Lorelai O’Connor, Cheyenne Salazar 

Sat 2pm, Sun 2pm  ~ Kaylyna Acosta, Adalynn Appleton,  

 Vivianna Cardenas, Jasmine Graham, Violetta Kaine,  

 Avery Rivera, Sutton Vincent 
 

Sugar Plum Fairy Elizabeth Clark 
 

Cavalier  Andrew Hunt 
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Party  

Kids  

at  

rehearsal 
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AV Ballet Artistic Staff 

Kathleen Burnett, Founding Artistic Director, holds a BA in dance from 

Point Park University and MFA in Ballet from the University of  

Oklahoma. She began dancing at the age of five, performing throughout 

the United States, as well as in France, Ecuador, Mexico, and Taiwan 

with several ballet companies including The Bristol Ballet, American 

Dance Ensemble, Playhouse Dance Theatre, the Pittsburgh Opera, 

and the Oklahoma Festival Ballet. Ms. Burnett has taught ballet and 

choreographed extensively across the United States. A former faculty 

member of the University of Oklahoma, Allegheny Community College, 

and Tremaine Dance Conventions, Ms. Burnett's choreographic accom-

plishments include full-length ballets such as The Nutcracker, Romeo & 

Juliet, Peter Pan, Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs, Shakespeare's A 

Midsummer Night's Dream, Cinderella and Alice in Wonderland. She has 

also successfully restaged the full-length classic ballets Swan Lake, The 

Sleeping Beauty, Coppelia and Giselle. Ms. Burnett currently teaches at 

Antelope Valley College and Dance Magic.  

AV Ballet Guest Artists 

Marq Pendley, Mr. Stahlbaum and Mother Ginger, is perhaps best 

known to our audiences for his role of Mother Ginger in The Nutcracker.  

Marq has also danced with AV Ballet as the Tutor in Swan Lake and as 

the Mayor in Coppelia.  Marq has been celebrated in many theatre  

productions here in the Lancaster Performing Arts Center. 

John Brian Gaylord, Drosselmeyer, was our original Drosselmeyer in 

1999 when AV Ballet premiered The Nutcracker.  Antelope Valley Ballet 

audiences will remember John as the evil sorcerer Von Rothbart in Swan 

Lake and as Dr. Coppelius in Coppelia.  He has appeared in many thea-

ter and dance productions, including those for the San Diego Film Festi-

val, Desert Opera Theatre, Cedar Street Theatre, Palmdale Repertory 

Theatre, and the AV College. 
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KD Reilly-Lewis, Ballet Mistress and Principal Dancer, first appeared 

with AVB as a Cookie in our 2000 production of The Nutcracker. Since 

then audiences have enjoyed her performances as Swanhilda in Coppelia, 

the Fairy of the Golden Vine in The Sleeping Beauty, Hermia in A  

Midsummer Night’s Dream, a Little Swan in Swan Lake, the Dew Drop 

Fairy in The Nutcracker, the Canary and Tinkerbell in Snow White and the 

Seven Dwarfs, a Step Sister in Cinderella, and as Alice in Alice in  

Wonderland.  

Tracie Phillips, Ballet Mistress, has been featured in many AVB             

productions such as a Friend in Coppelia, one of the Step Sisters in  

Cinderella, the White Rabbit in Alice In Wonderland, one of Prince  

Siegfried’s sisters, a Little Swan and Spanish in Swan Lake, one of 

Giselle’s friends in Giselle, the Songbird Fairy in The Sleeping Beauty,  

Spanish and Clara in The Nutcracker. Tracie teaches at Dance Magic. 
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Interested in seeing more Behind The Scenes content?   
Consider becoming a Patron with Patreon where you can have access to our back catalog of 

performances, access exclusive BTS content, and chat with the AVB Patreon community!   
 

Go to the antelopevalleyballet.org Patron Page to sign-up today! 

AV Ballet Soloists 

AV Ballet Principals 
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AV Ballet Corps de Ballet 

AV Ballet Apprentices 
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from from 



Large Portraits: 
 

Boudreau Family 
Calzada Family 
Dhillon Family 

Galli Family 
Horney Family 
Hunt Family 

McGowan Family 
Rehacek Family 

 
Single Portraits: 

 

June Patterson 
Kendall Patten 
Victoria Patten 
Zachary Patten 

 
Artist Signature: 

 

The Johnsons 

Party Scene Backdrop Donors 

Books: 
 

Armentrout Family 
B Family dedicated to 

Robin Hawley 
Gypsy GG Belew   

Betzer Family 
The Bower Family 

Bower Family 
Bowers Family 

Austin & Sara Brady 
Busse Family 

Dancin’ In Acton 
Emily Katherine DeRose 

Emenheiser Family 
Annalise Essers 
Parker Essers 

The Farmer Family 
Melynni Franz 

Gue Family 
Hernandez Family 

Hertz Family 
Higaki Family 

The Hinckley Family 
Jungquist Family 

Brooklyn Juve 
Peyton Juve 

Emmeline Landreth 
Alexis McGaughey 

Emily Mosher 
Luke Mosher 

Kelli Schroeder 
Talbot Family  

Harry and Janice True  
Clarissa Wohlers 

Fund a Flake 

Nyomi Bower and Family 

Zarina Dhillon 

Thomas and Michelle Goodwin 

Jackson Family 

Marsha Jones 

Grady and Carolyn Manley 

Patterson Family 

Donald and Shelly Reeves 

Dave and Linda Schasch 

Kim and Donna Schonert 

 

Buy a Branch 

Calzada Family 

Pat and Michele Hunt 

In Perfect Balance 

Manley Family 

Araseli Morales 

David and Gina Mosher 

Park Family 

Kristina Peck 

Rehacek Family 

 

Sponsor a Spruce 

Matthew and Rebecca Hooper 

Kei Family 

 

Finance a Forest 

Greg and Vicki Galli 

Ron and Libby McGowan 

Figurines: 
 

Ballerina  
Zarina Dhillon 

 

Globe 
Fowler Family 

 

Trophy 
Kathleen Burnett 

 

Horse 
Kaitlin Schasch 

 

Horse 
Szczesniak Family 

We appreciate all our donors!  
Without you we could not exist. 

Snow Scene Backdrop Donors 
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*Books on Party Scene Backdrop 
still available.  If interested, go to 
antelopevalletballet.org to donate. 



Virginia Andrew 
The Becker Family 
Nyomi Bower 
Bowers Family 
In Loving Memory of  
 Penny Broschart 
Burnett Family 
Kathleen Burnett, Artistic Director 
Calzada Family 
Diana Calzada 
Emily Calzada 
In Memory of Adrian Calzada 
Cartmill Family 
Dance Magic 
In Memory of GG Deveny 
Dhillon Family 
Zarina Dhillon 
Emenheiser Family 
Fowler Family 
In Memory of Jessica Fowler 
Frame Family 
Franz Family 
Galli Family 
Gibbs Family 
Goodwin Family 
Ava Griebel 
Grimes Family 
Gue Family 
Hertz Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Higaki 
Horney Family 
Hunt Family 
 

Growing Tree Backdrop Donors 

Tayler Hyman 
Jackson Family 

Kei Family 
Emmeline Landreth 

Lowe Family 
Nicole Marshall 

McGowan Family 
Miller Family 
Sarah Montez 
Emily Mosher 
Luke Mosher 

Mullen Family 
Oehler Family 
Patten Family 

Victoria Patten 
Patterson Family 

The Pedrazas 
Tracie Phillips,  

                   Ballet Mistress 
Poland Family 

Savannah Reeves 
Julie Rehacek 

Roemermann Family 
Ross Family 

Schasch Family 
Kelli Schroeder 
Isabelle Shirley 
Thorne Family 

True Family 
Clarissa Wohlers 

Dami Lynn Wohlers 
Wohlers Family 

Zorba Family 

Many THANKS to all our donors! 
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 $550 Donor 
 

Goodwin Family &  
Fabulous Feet 
 
 

$500 Donor 
 

Greg and Vicki Galli 
 
 

$350 Donor 
 

Gue Family 
 
 

$200 Donors 
 

Dr. Stephanie Herrera 
Juve Family 

$50 Donors 
 

Nyomi Bower and Family 

Hannah Davis 

Guthrie Family 

Jackson Family 

Gayle Kennedy & Rob Ritchey 

Manley Family 

Mark and Linnea Miller 

Lupe Rios 

Faith Smith and Family 

Crystal Thomas 

Sema'J Williams 

$100 Donors 
 

Brooklyn Breeding 
Matt and Rebecca Hooper 
In Perfect Balance Pilates 

Jones Family 

Janice E. Kinney 
Mosher Family 
Reeves Family 

Tucker Family 

Act 2 Backdrop Donors 

Backdrops and Growing Tree designed 

by Antoinette De Paiva 



Mouse King Head  
With deep love, respect, and appreciation for  

AVB Artistic Director and Founder  

Kathleen McGowan Burnett.  

Donated by Dr. and Mrs. Ron McGowan. 

Sugar Plum 

Fairy Costume 
Essers Family &  

In Perfect Balance 

Arabian Rug  
Brielle Alexander 

Charlie Farmer and Family 

Gue Family 

Mr. and Mrs. David Kaufmann 

Toffee Costumes  
Banuelos Family 

Brad and Cathy Boyd 

Busse Family 

Sami Cooksey 

Designs & Crafts 

Savannah and Logan Gocke 

Lucero Family 

Shannon Merriman 

Don and Karen Patnode 

Reeves Family 

John and Crystal Thomas 

Lindsey Vicars 

Mouse Costumes  
Brad and Cathy Boyd 

Sami Cooksey 

The Daugherty Family 

Michael L Glass DDS 

Hooper Family 

The Jones Family 

Grady and Amy Manley 

Seaver Family 

Horse Costumes 
Ava Dandurand 

Madelyn Demedio 

Savannah Gocke 

Manley Family 

Shugarts Family 

Thorne Family 

Glen and Robbye Wolf 

Thank you for supporting the Arts! 

Gingerbread Cookies 
 

Anthony and Estella Alba 

Georgia Berona 

Robyn Calzada 

Sasha Henning 

Roxi Moore 

John and Tayla Murphy 

Patterson Family 

Power Source Systems, Inc. 

Julie Rehacek 

Kim and Donna Schonert 

Mother Ginger 
 

Dhillon Family 

Mark and Linnea Miller 

Costume Sponsors 
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Dew Drop Fairy Tutu 
Kathleen Burnett 

Savannah and Logan Gocke 

Snow Queen Tiara 
Gue Family 

Dew Drop Fairy Tiara 
B Family 

Savannah and Logan Gocke 

Tracie Phillips 

Flower Tutus 
Bowers Family 

Christopher and Melissa Campbell 

Savannah and Logan Gocke 

Hooper Family 

Jackson Family 

Maria Elena Lopez 

Grady and Carolyn Manley 

Ribbon Costumes 
Morgan Di Domizio 

Patrice Gocke 

Mackenzie Hernandez 

Charity Ortiz 

Snowflake Costumes 
The Hooper Family 

Amy and Grady Manley 

Tracie Phillips 

Peggy Valentine 

Chinese Dragon 
Jon and Kelly Ann Allen 

Fans of Aurora 

Brad Green 

The Paul Curtis Family 

Fred Jaramillo  

New Cannon 
The Hooper Family 

David and Olivy Kaufmann  



Antelope Valley Ballet Circle Sponsors and Donors 
The Antelope Valley Ballet is a non-profit 501 (c)3 organization established in 1998  

to be a positive force in the cultural climate of the Antelope Valley. 

Platinum ~ $5000 or more 

Dance Magic, Vicki Zarley 
 

Impresario ~ $1000 - $2499 
Knights of Columbus 

Gocke Family 

The McGaughey Family 

Rebecca Pomerleau 
 

 Ballet Master ~ $500 - $999 
 

The Gue Family 

The Hooper Family 

Parris Law Firm 
 

Principal ~ $250 - $499 

The Boudreau Family 

Jerry Figueroa and Antoinette De Paiva 

The Gridler Family 

The Manley Family 

David and Gina Mosher 

Josh and Sara Mann 

Dorothy K. Williams 
 

Soloist ~ $100 - $249 

The Bruce Family 

David and Linda Schasch 

The Weil Family 
 

 

 

 2023 - 2024
SEASON SPONSORS 

 

In Kind Donors   
 

   Dance Magic Studios ~  
Thank you for allowing us to rehearse and  

store costumes in your facility! 
 

Seth Gue ~  
Thank you for the use of your truck! 

 
Danika Hertz ~  

Thank you for blessing us with your talents  
in so many ways. You are amazing! 

 
LPAC Foundation ~  

Thank you for your continuing support!  
 

We could not do it without you! 
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Corps de Ballet ~ $50 - $99 
Briella Alexander & Family  

The Bower Family  

Henrys Hardware and Supply  

Lexcenton Moore / Starborne Dance 

Studio  

https://www.dancemagicstudios.com/
https://www.lpacf.org/


Did You Know? 

The Props in the party scene relate to the 

dances that Clara dreams about in Act 2? See 

if you can find the following items in the danc-

es after Clara falls asleep:  

Fan, Mirror, Horse, Trumpet, Flower 

 

Over the last 25 years, Fritz has received the 

following books as his gift at the party:  

Little Women, Cinderella, Sleeping Beauty, and 

The Big Book of Ballet 

What will be the book he receives this year? 
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Our beloved rehearsal 

Nutcracker is now 

ready for retirement. 



Autographs 
Meet Clara and the Nutcracker at intermission and the Sugar 

Plum Fairy and the Cavalier by the 6 foot wooden Nutcracker 

in the lobby. You can take a picture and get their autograph. 

AV Ballet Dancers at the 

2023 Heart & Stroke 

Walk organized 

by Palmdale Regional 
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AV Ballet  

dancers in  

rehearsal. 
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Upcoming AV Ballet Events and Performances 

Saturday, January 20, 2024 

1 – 6:30 pm Auditions for   
 

Coppelia 

For more information: 

Antelope Valley Ballet 
 

 

 

antelopevalleyballet.org 

antelopevalleyballet@gmail.com 

 

For more information: 

Lancaster Performing  

Arts Center 

or to purchase tickets go to  

LPAC.org  

661.723.5950 

May 11, 2024 | 7 pm 
May 12, 2024 | 2 pm 

Mother’s Day  

Featuring  

Jungle Book  

and new works by  

members of AV Ballet 

Feb 16, 2024 | 7 pm 

Contemporary  

Dance 11 

Coppelia 
Before there was Pinocchio  

there was Coppelia,  

ballet’s greatest comedy. 
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https://lpac.org/event.php?id=2878
https://lpac.org/event.php?id=2878
https://lpac.org/event.php?id=2878
https://lpac.org/event.php?id=2878
https://lpac.org/event.php?id=2878
https://lpac.org/event.php?id=2878
https://lpac.org/event.php?id=2878



